
Student Name ______________________________ Date _____________



Acceptable Use and Internet Safety Contract

User Name ____________________________________________________________ Date________________________________

School/Location_________________________________________________________ Grade_______________________________

Home Address__________________________________________________________ Home Phone _________________________

I certify that I have read the district’s Acceptable Use and Internet Safety Policy. I understand and agree to follow all of the terms and

conditions of the policy. I understand any violation of the district policy will result in the temporary or permanent loss of network and/or

Internet access and/or my user account; may result in other disciplinary action; and may constitute a criminal offense. I agree to

report any misuse of the Internet resources to the appropriate network administrator. In consideration for the privilege of using the 

district’s computers, network, and Internet access, I hereby release and hold harmless the district and its employees, from any and all

claims and damages of any nature arising from my use, or inability to use, the district’s computers, network, or Internet access.

User Signature ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent or Guardian Agreement

(For students under age 18)

As the parent or legal guardian of the above student, I have read, understand, and agree that my child or ward shall comply 

with the terms of the Jackson Public School District’s Acceptable Use and Internet Safety Policy for the student’s access to the

Jackson Public School District’s computer network and the Internet. I understand that access is being provided to the student 

for educational purposes only. Although the district will utilize filtering software or other technologies to prevent students 

from accessing unacceptable content through the network or Internet, I understand that it is impossible for the school to restrict

access to all offensive and controversial materials and understand my child’s or ward’s responsibility for abiding by the policy. 

I am, therefore, signing this contract and agree to indemnify and hold harmless the school, the Jackson Public School District, the

administrators, and teachers against all claims, damages, losses, and costs, of whatever kind, that may result from my child’s or

ward’s use of his or her access to such networks or his or her violation of the district’s policy.

I hereby give permission for my child or ward to use the approved account to access the computer network and the Internet.

Parent/Guardian Name ___________________________________________________ Date________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________ Home Phone _________________________

Parent or Guardian Signature __________________________________________________________________________________



ACCEPTABLE USE AND INTERNET SAFETY POLICY

With the spread of telecommunications throughout society, including
the educational environment, the Board recognizes that students and
employees will shift the way they access and transmit information,
share ideas, and communicate with others. As schools and offices are
connected to the global community, the use of new tools and tech-
nologies brings new responsibilities as well as opportunities. Network
resources are intended for educational purposes and to carry out the
legitimate business of the school district. The Board expects all users
of the district’s computing and network resources, including electron-
ic mail and telecommunications tools, to utilize these resources
appropriately.

Section I: DEFINITIONS

A.Child Pornography
The term "child pornography" has the meaning given such term in
section 2256 of title 18, United States Code.

B.Harmful to Minors
The term "harmful to minors" is defined by the Communications
Act of 1934 (47 USC Section 254 [h][7]), as meaning any picture,
image, graphic image file, or other visual depiction that taken as
a whole and with respect to minors, appeals to a prurient interest
in nudity, sex, or excretion; depicts, describes, or represents, in a
patently offensive way with respect to what is suitable for minors,
an actual or simulated sexual act or sexual contact, actual or sim-
ulated normal or perverted sexual acts, or a lewd exhibition of the
genitals; taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political,
or scientific value as to minors.

C.Minor
The term "minor" means an individual who has not attained the
age of 17.

D.Obscene
The term "obscene" has the meaning given such term in section
1460 of title 18, United States Code.

E.Sexual Act; Sexual Contact
The terms "sexual act" and "sexual contact" have the meanings
given such terms in section 2246 of title 18, United States Code.

F. Directory Information
The term "directory information" is defined by the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act Regulations (20 USC §
1232g; 34 CFR Part 99), as information contained in an educa-
tion record of a student that would not generally be considered
harmful or an invasion of privacy if disclosed. It includes, but is
not limited to, the student’s name, address, telephone listing,
electronic mail address, photograph, date and place of birth,
major field of study, dates of attendance, grade level, enrollment
status, participation in officially recognized activities and sports,
weight and height of members of athletic teams, degrees, honors
and awards received, and the most recent educational agency or
institution attended.

Section II: ACCEPTABLE USE

A.Acceptable Uses of Network
The Jackson Public School District is providing access to its com-
puter networks and the Internet only for educational purposes or
to carry out the legitimate business of the school district.

B.Unacceptable Uses of Network
Among the uses that are considered unacceptable and which
constitute a violation of this policy are, but are not limited to, the
following:
1. Uses that violate the law or encourage others to violate the

law

Examples include: transmitting offensive or harassing mes-
sages; offering for sale or use any substance the possession
or use of which is prohibited by the district’s Student Code of
Conduct; viewing, transmitting, or downloading pornographic
materials or materials that encourage others to violate the
law; intruding into the networks or computers of others; and
downloading or transmitting confidential, trade secret infor-
mation, or copyrighted materials

2. Uses that cause harm to others or damage to their property
Examples include: engaging in defamation (harming anoth-
er’s reputation by lies); employing another’s password or
some other user identifier that misleads message recipients
into believing that someone other than you is communicating
or otherwise using his/her access to the network or the
Internet; uploading a worm, virus, or other harmful form of
programming or vandalism; participating in hacking activities
or any form of unauthorized access to other computers, net-
works, or information systems

3. Uses that jeopardize the security of user access and of the
computer network or other networks on the Internet
Examples include: disclosing or sharing your password with
others; impersonating another user

4. Uses that are commercial or political in nature
Examples include: using the network for personal financial
gain or profit; using the network to give others private infor-
mation about yourself or others, including credit card num-
bers and social security numbers

5. Uses that cause harm to the district’s computer, network, or
equipment
Examples include: installing software programs, instant mes-
saging programs, altering system settings, or otherwise
reconfiguring computers without approval of the appropriate
personnel

6. Uses that are inconsistent with the purpose of the network
and Internet
Examples include: using Internet games, chat rooms, and
instant messaging not specifically assigned by a teacher or
administrator; downloading music or video files or any other
files that are not directly related to a school assignment

C.Netiquette
All users must abide by rules of network etiquette, which include
the following:

1. Be polite.
Use appropriate language. No swearing, vulgarities, sugges-
tive, obscene, belligerent, or threatening language.

2. Avoid language and uses that may be offensive to other
users.
Don’t use, make, distribute, or redistribute jokes, stories, or
other material, which is based upon slurs or stereotypes
relating to race, gender, ethnicity, nationality, religion, or sex-
ual orientation.

3. Do not assume that a sender of e-mail is giving his or her
permission for you to forward or redistribute the message to
third parties or to give his/her e-mail address to third parties.

4. Be considerate when sending attachments with e-mail
(where permitted). Be sure the file is not too large to be
accommodated by the recipient’s system and is in a format
the recipient can open.

Section III: INTERNET SAFETY

A.General Warning
All users, and the parents/guardians of minor users, are advised
that access to the electronic network may include the potential for
access to materials inappropriate for school-aged pupils. Every



user must take responsibility for his/her use of the computer network
and Internet and stay away from these sites. If a student finds that
other users are visiting offensive or harmful sites, he/she should
report such use to the person designated by the school.

B.Personal Safety
Be safe. In using the computer network and Internet, do not
reveal personal information such as your home address or tele-
phone number. Do not use your real last name or any other infor-
mation which might allow a person to locate you without first
obtaining the permission of a supervising teacher. If you are a
minor, do not arrange a face-to-face meeting with someone you
"meet" on the computer network or Internet without your parent’s
permission. Regardless of your age, you should never agree to
meet a person you have only communicated with on the Internet
in a secluded place or in a private setting.

C.Hacking and Other Illegal Activities
It is a violation of this policy to use the district’s computer network
or the Internet to gain unauthorized access to other computers or
computer systems, or to attempt to gain such unauthorized
access. Any use which violates state or federal law relating to
copyright, trade secrets, the distribution of obscene or porno-
graphic materials, or which violates any other applicable law or
municipal ordinance, is strictly prohibited.

D.Confidentiality of Student Information
Personally identifiable information concerning minor students
may not be disclosed or used in any way on the Internet without
the permission of a parent or guardian, or for non-minors, without
the person’s consent. Users should never give out private or con-
fidential information about themselves or others on the Internet,
particularly credit card numbers and Social Security numbers.

The schools or district may authorize the release of directory
information, as defined by the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA), for internal administrative purposes,
approved educational projects, activities, and publications. As
stipulated by FERPA, parents will be offered the opportunity to
deny publication of directory information. Parents also will be
given the opportunity to deny publication of non-directory infor-
mation such as student work.

E.Active Restriction Measures
The Jackson Public School District will utilize filtering software or
other technologies to attempt to prevent students from accessing
visual depictions that are (1) obscene, (2) child pornography, or
(3) harmful to minors.

The district will also monitor the online activities of students,
through direct observation and/or technological means, to ensure
that students are not accessing such depictions or any other
material that is inappropriate for minors. Internet access without
filters will be offered to employees at specific locations, e.g.,
Teacher Resource Center, for purposes of bona fide research or
other educational projects.

Section IV: E-MAIL

All network users assigned an e-mail account signify by their accept-
ance of the account their willingness to adhere to this policy regard-
ing acceptable use. Failure to adhere to these guidelines may result
in the loss of the electronic mail account and access to the Internet
and may lead to further disciplinary action up to and including termi-
nation. Furthermore, any activity that may be in violation of local,
state, or federal laws will be reported to the appropriate law enforce-
ment agency.

Section V: PRIVACY

Network and Internet access is provided as a tool for education. The
Jackson Public School District reserves the right to monitor, inspect,
copy, review, and store at any time and without prior notice, any and
all usage of the computer network and Internet access and any and
all information transmitted or received in connection with such usage.
All such information files shall be and remain the property of the dis-
trict, and no user shall have any expectation of privacy regarding such
materials.

Section VI: FAILURE TO FOLLOW POLICY

The use of the computer network and Internet is a privilege, not a
right, and inappropriate use will result in a loss or restriction of net-
work privileges, disciplinary action, and/or referral to legal authorities.
The network administrators will close an account when necessary. An
administrator or faculty member may request the network administra-
tor to deny, revoke, or suspend specific user access and/or user
accounts.

Section VII: WARRANTIES/INDEMNIFICATION

The Jackson Public School District’s web site, or individual Jackson
Public Schools’ sites might link, or connect, to another site that might
link to a site that contains objectionable material that the school dis-
trict does not embrace or promote. While the district will attempt to
prevent connections that are objectionable, the links are not under the
district’s control. Therefore, the district will not be responsible for the
contents of a linked site. The links are provided only as a convenience
and the district does not endorse or imply endorsement of the linked
site.

The Jackson Public School District makes no warranties of any kind,
either express or implied, in connection with its provision of access to
and use of its computer networks and the Internet provided under this
policy. It shall not be responsible for any claims, losses, damages, or
costs (including attorney’s fees) of any kind suffered, directly or indi-
rectly, by any user or his or her parent(s) or guardian(s) arising out of
the user’s use of its computer networks or the Internet under this pol-
icy. By signing the Jackson Public School District’s Acceptable Use
and Internet Safety Contract, a user is taking full responsibility for his
or her use, and the user who is 18 or older or, in the case of a user
under 18, the parent(s) or guardian(s), are agreeing to indemnify and
hold the school, the Jackson Public School District, and all of the
administrators, teachers, and staff harmless from any and all loss,
costs, claims, or damages resulting from the user’s access to its com-
puter network and the Internet, including, but not limited to, any fees
or charges incurred through purchases of goods or services by the
user. The user or, if the user is a minor, the user’s parent(s) or
guardian(s) agree to cooperate with the district in the event of the dis-
trict’s initiating an investigation of a user’s use of his/her access to its
computer network and the Internet, whether that Jackson Public
Schools’ network access is on a district computer or on another com-
puter outside the district’s network.
The superintendent or the superintendent’s designee has the author-
ity to amend or revise the Acceptable Use and Internet Safety
Contract as deemed necessary and appropriate consistent with this
policy.

SOURCE: Jackson Public School District, Jackson, Mississippi

LEGAL REF.: Children’s Internet Protection Act; Public Law 106-554; Family

Educational Rights & Privacy Act (20 USC § 1232g) 

DATE: July 17, 2000

AMENDED: August 19, 2002


